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SUBJECT: MND WARNING TO NORTH KOREA 

REE: A) SEOUL 8061; B) UNC 011425Z DEC 73; C) SEOUL 8063 

1. SUMMARY; MND HELD PRESS CONEERENCE DECEMBER 1. 

IN PRESS CONFERENCE HE ERRONEOUSLY STATED ROK ARMED FORCES 
HAVE BEEN PLACED ON ALERT. MND SOURCE STATES THAT PRESS 
REPORTS SOMEWHAT DISTORTED. HE SAID MND YU HAD 
MEANT INSTEAD THAT SOME PRECAUTIONARY STEPS WERE 
BEING TAKEN BUT NOT THAT THERE HAD BEEN MAJOR CHANGE 
IN READINESS. END SUMMARY. 

2. MINISTER OF DEFENSE YU CHAE-HUNG ANNOUNIRD AT 
PRESS CONFERENCE EVENING DEC I THAT ALL KOREA V 
ARMED EORCES HAVE BEEN PLACED ON ALERT OVER 
RECENT NORTH KOREAN PROVOCATIONS IN YELLOW SEA. 

YU STATED THAT IN ADDITION ROK NAVY HAS 
INCREASED OPERATIONS VICINITY EIVE ROK YELLOW 
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SEA ISLANDS IN ORDER TO BLOCK FURTHER NORTH 
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KOREAN VIOLATIONS OF TERRITORIAL WATERS. HE WARNED 
THAT ROKG WOULD TAKE RETALIATORY ACTION IF NORTH 
KOREA CONTINUES PROVOCATIVE ACTIVITIES. 

3. YU EXPRESSED FEAR CONTINUED VIOLATIONS COULD 
MAKE "ARMED CONFRONTATION INEVITABLE." HE SAID 
THAT ROK NAVY HAS BEEN IN CLOSE CONTACT WITH US 
NAVY FOR ALL OPERATIONS IN CONNECTION NORTH KOREAN 
INCURSIONS. 

4. DEFENSE MINISTER LISTED RECENT INCIDENTS AND 
SPECULATED THAT NORTH KOREAN AIM MAY BE TO SECURE 
SEA ROUTE TO HAEJU PORT, HE DECLARED THAT ROK ACTIONS 
WOULD BE CAUTIOUS AND THAT MOFA MAKING DIPLOMATIC 
EFFORTS TO DISSUADE NORTH FROM PROVOCATIVE ACTIONS. 

5. COMMENT: DESPITE MND YU'S "ANNOUNCEMENT", ROK 
FORCES DID NOT GO ON ALERT. REF B. REPORTS PRELIMINARY 
DISCUSSIONS BETWEEN MND AND UNC SENIOR OFFICERS 
BEFORE HIS APPEARANCE AT NATIONAL ASSEMBLY AND HIS 
SUBSEQUENT PRESS BRIEFING. AS PARA 6 REF B. INDICATES, 
MND YU DID NOT RAISE QUESTION OF INCREASED MILITARY 
PRECAUTIONS WITH UNC. WE SUSPECT HIS PRESS CONFERENCE 
COMMENT WAS IN EQUAL PARTS DESIGNED TO WARN NORTH 
AND TO IMPRESS ROK PUBLIC. 

6. IN MEETING OF SENIOR UNC OFFICERS AND ROK MILITARY 
OFFICIALS EVENING OF DEC I ROK SIDE DID EXPRESS 
STRONG DESIRE FOR INCREASED STATE OF READINESS IN 
REACTION TO NORTH KOREAN MAC MEETING DEMANDS RE 
TERRITORIAL WATERS. HOWEVER, AS PARA 3 OF REF C. 

NOTES UNC OFFICERS MODERATED ORIGINAL MND/JCS 
REACTION AND UNC FORCES HAVE CONTINUED TO REMAIN IN 
NORMAL STATE OF READINESS. 

7. ACCORDING MND VICE MINISTER CHAE KWANG-SU, 

MND YU'S PRESS CONFERENCE REMARKS WERE SOMEWHAT 
DISTORTED IN REPORTING. CHAE SAID MND MEANT TO 

CONVEY FACT THAT CERTAINPRECAUTIONARY STEPS WERE 
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BEING TAKEN BUT NOT THAT THERE WAS MAJOR CHANGE 
IN READINESS. 

UNDERHILL 
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